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But little more than two hundred years ago, 
New England was a waste, howling wilderness ; 
inhabited only by savage beasts, and savage men. 
No altar for Jehovah, and no house dedicated to 
his worship, was to be seen from one end of it to 
the other. 

A little band of pilgrims under the guidance 
of Abraham's God came across the Atlantic, and on 
the 22d of December, 1 620, planted their feet on 
these western shores. At the opening of a long 
and dreary winter, on a bleak, frozen coast, without 
a house to shelter them, or any human arm for their 
protection, they commenced a settlement ; resolv- 
ing, in the strength of the Lord, here to spend their 
days, and here to leave their children. Before the 
opening of spring, sickness swept off half their num- 
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publicly and solemnly dedicated their children; 
covenanting, though earth and hell should oppose, 
to bring them up in the nurture, and admonition 
of the Lord. That they might do this free from 
those obstructions which they met with in the old 
world, they came to this country. Let it be dis- 
tinctly stated, let it be universally understood, and, 
by the children of the pilgrims, always remember- 
ed — The grand object of our fathers in coming to 
this land, was the glory of God in the salvation of 
their posterity ; not their salvation merely from 
civil and ecclesiastical oppression, or their exalta- 
tion to the privileges and enjoyments of freedom ; 
but their salvation from the power and pollution of 
sin ; their restoration to the image of God, and their 
exaltation to the holiness and bliss of heaven. It 
was, that the Son of God might make them free, that 
they might be free indeed. They sought for their 
posterity, principally, not an earthly, but an heao- 
enly country ; a city that hath foimdations, whose 
builder and maker is God. Hence, among their first 
acts after their arrival, was a dedication of them- 
selves and their children anew to him. Among the 
first buildings which they erected, after obtaining 
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for themselves a shelter, was a house for his wor- 
ship. The foundation was laid in prayer, the struc- 
ture reared in faith, and the head stone brought 
forth with shouting, Grace, grace unto it. 

Whenever, on account of their increasing num- 
bers, they settled a new town, one of their first ob- 
jects was a meeting-house ; and another a minister. 
In selecting him, they sought for one who believed 
that men are lost, and that all their hope must be 
in Him who came down from heaven to seek and 
to save ; that when he died for all, all were dead ; 
and without being bom, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God, 
they cannot see his kingdom ; that it is their duty, 
when he is revealed, without delay to love him 
with all the heart, and soul, and strength, and 
mind ; and live, not unto themselves, but unto him 
that died for them and rose again ; that the Word 
who was in the beginning with God, was God ; that 
when he took upon him our nature, and in this na- 
ture died on the cross, he was wounded for otir 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, that 
the chastisement of our peace was on him, and that 
by his stripes we are healed ; that the Lord laid 




on him the iniquity of us all, and that whosoever 
believeth on him, with that faith which works by 
love, hath everlasting life, shall not come into con- 
demnation, but is passed from death unto life ; 
while he that believeth not, shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him. They sought a 
man for their minister, who believed that all that 
are in their graves shall one day hear his voice, 
and come forth, they that have done good, to the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil, 
to the resurrection of damnation ; that he will sep- 
arate them one from another, as a shepherd divid- 
eth his sheep from the goats, and that the wicked 
will go away into everlasting punishment, when 
the righteous go into eternal life. 

These great truths which God has revealed, 
with kindred truths, in their divinely inspired as- 
pect and connexion, they had been taught by the 
Holy Ghost to feel ; and they had found them to 
be the wisdom and the power of God to salvation. 
They wished their ministers to feel them, and to 
preach them, not only because they are revealed, 
but that they might be the wisdom and power of 
God to the salvation of their children and children's 
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children. And their ministers did preach them. 
"Christ and him crucified" was then the grand 
theme in every pulpit ; and it came not in word 
only, but in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance. As they took the truth of God as 
he reveals it, he was not ashamed to be their God. 
He enlarged the borders of their tents, and stretch- 
ed forth the curtains of their habitations. He drove 
out the heathen from one place and another, and 
planted them. In about twenty years after the first 
landing of the Fathers, Christian families were set- 
tled in this town. A meeting-house was erected, 
and a minister ordained ; who, says the historian, 
^ abounded in devotions, of serious, devout, heaven- 
ly, experimental Chi^istianity." The same gospel 
that sounded on the shores of Plymouth, was from 
Sabbath to Sabbath preached in Andover ; and un- 
der the influences of the Holy Spirit, it produced 
its appropriate effects. 

Between sixty and seventy years after this, 
the first house was erected for public worship in 
this parish. A minister was settled, a descendant 
of the Puritans, and partaking of their spirit Of 
his grandfather it is said, " His love to the Bible 



was so great, that he was in the habit of reading it 
through six times in every year," His grandson 
loved the Bible, and was cordially attached to the 
doctrines of grace, as embraced by the fathers of 
New England ; for more than sixty years he ear* 
nestly preached them, persuaded, says the histo- 
rian, and as his own works abundantly testify, ** that 
they are the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints." 

This gospel, through the kindness of God, has 
been preached in this parish down to the present 
day. And to many, there is reason to believe, it 
has been the wisdom of God and the power of Go4 
to salvation. Numbers now on earth, and num- 
bers now in heaven, will testify forever that it is 
the glorious gospel of the ever blessed God. May 
it ever be preached here in simplicity and God- 
ly sincerity, be attended by the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven, and be the means of salvation 
to all future generations, down to the end of the 
world. 

Hitherto you, and your Fathers, have worship- 
ped in one house ; and it has, I trust, been to many 
the house of God and the gate of heaven* Peace 
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be within its walls, and the God of peace with all 
who meet in it to worship him. 

In the course of divine providence, under the 
smiles of heaven, you have now become too nume- 
rous, any longer to be accommodated in one assem- 
bly. In consequence of this, you have been led 
to unite your prayers, your counsels, and your ef- 
forts, for the erection of another place of worship- 
Through the goodness of God you have selected a 
spot, provided the means, and made arrangements 
for the erection of the building. You have pre- 
pared the foundation, and now, after united sup- 
plication to the Father of lights for his presence, 
and blessing, have laid the corner stone. May you 
have wisdom, grace, and strength from on high, 
speedily to complete the edifice ; and then, as an 
offering of gratitude, to dedicate it with all its ap- 
purtenances to God, The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, your God, and your fathers, God, 
which is your reasonable service. In his own good 
time, may he send you a minister, after his own 
heart ; a man of faith, and prayer ; of wisdom, and 
a sound mind; of humility, and zeal; boldness, 
energy, and perseverance ; who shall determine 
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not to know any thing among 3^u save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified ; who shall open to 
you with great clearness his unsearchable riches, 
and count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of him ; who shall go in and out be- 
fore you, and break unto you the bread of life; 
bear you and your children daily to the throne of 
mercy, and be honoured by the Holy Ghost as an 
instrument of leading you and them to that knowl- 
edge of God and his Son Jesus Christ, which is 
life eternal. That this may be the case, let all 
your efforts spring from love to God, and love to 
men ; let all profaneness, intemperance, and im- 
morality of every description, be banished from 
among you; let the voice of humble, believing 
supplication ascend from every one of you, daily in 
secret ; Jehovah be ackowledged, by every one of 
you, daily, in your families ; his fear reign in your 
hearts, and his revealed will govern your lives. 
Then may you hope speedily to hear the gospel, 
to meet the presence ^nd enjoy the blessing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in this house of prayer. 
And after worshipping God in spirit and in truth, 
in this temple made with hands, you may hope to 
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meet in a temple made without hands ; a temple 
large enough to hold all the redeemed, from eve- 
ry nation, and kindred, and people, and tongue, — 
into which they shall all enter, a multitude that 
no man can number; and he shall open to their 
admiring vision, the infinite glories of his character, 
with greater and greater brightness forever and 
ever. 
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